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llkka Suppanen

THE DESIGMER |lka Suppansn was ana of the Finnish brains behind
anowerash, the concepl exhibition which went on to become 3
Scandinavian dasign firm whose rse and fall begely achoed that of the
Swedish IT bubbbe,

Snowcrash's kakd-back irony susted the wild young data nerds to perfec-
tion; they préferred to attend business meetings lving rather than sitting but
they still demanded the presence of design. Suppanen insists on his perma
nent fickedity to the Snowcrash image and today the aesthatics thal we assoc-
ate with Snowcrash smile ol a1 us from his new =slacker chalrs Lazy Lidy,
manulaciuned by the Japanase company E&Y, Functional ramanticism and
stnp cartoon aesthabes in full flow still bubble out from Findand,

sintelligent humour always works, But ['ve never laughad at Snowcrash
prodscts.« claims Suppanen from his office in Helainkl. «<But they do make
Me GImieg. =

Ln his mant Bst Be can count .dnrbeg tor Snowerash and Fl:.-'.'.ﬂg Carpet for
Cappellini. Other projects include interiors, glass, crystal and lighting, but he
prefers 1o call himsalf designer and not architect

Lazy Lady is a play on =lazry boy=. The point of the chair is to provide
from i Start the kind of relaxed postures that mogt backbomes adopt in

ardinary chairs afler a while. Tha shape is fixed and not negotiable; a reason-
aole degree of pmysical abandon = encouraged but no mors. The com
misssan: 1o make a chair which functions on both the Japanese and
European markets, and the cholce of materials proved (o be wool and stain-
less steal,

In he= apeach F;upnm'lc‘u: 15 @ modermis! and Lazy Lady's appearance is
characterised by the assthetics launched rigidly almast a century ago. Tha
difference however 15 essenlial whears Suppanen’s piece of furniture speaks
bo @ redanad ||'J‘5'.:.-"E'. modarmism stregsad the importance ol aymnasncs and
poalure.,

=This chair is a modermn plece. Call it modemist if you want, | call riysa
modarn, quite simphy, but that's my own dafinition and it can't be applied to
anything else. | don't think the designer mai-
tars, it's the object itsell that doas. The discus-
sion aboul modern and post-modern died ol
15 years ago and | cerainly hope it's over,:
sayE SUppanan
Emma Qlsson
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