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A SNOWCRASHING NON-BORE

fram lops Loco, Getset (with a
Lamsp in the foreground), likaa
. and Hirmarre, a mew Snowcraih
i livhwe designed by Suppanen. The
pitor fabric used for Himawe's shade
 davebopied for sail manufacturing.

In 1997, llkka Suppanen and sevesal
other young. Finnish designers wes
pearing up 1o launch their first colkec-
fhon, a4 Milan's Salone Internazionale
del Mabile. They had some striking
products to introduce - nolably
Natsurfer, an oarly recline-wikle-you-
keyboard computer station; Globiow, a
lamp with a shade thad inflates with
a fhick of the ‘on' switch; and Rirbag, an
indoariouldocs chair'matiress consiruct-
ed from a knapsack paleite of nylon,
polyesier straps and plasisc buckles.
But their company siill neéded a name.
“We chose Snowcrash parly because
it soumnds good and it sounds Mondic,®
recalls Suppanen, a 33-year-old with &
high fofehead, eoning mane and sodl-
ful expression that all 2sem vaguely
Besthovenish, “It's the {alle of & scienca
fiction noved by Neal Stephenson. In
the book, the snow, of static, on a tele-
wision screen is a drug. It sends
imfarmation 10 you b 8 way that you
wouldn't understand you'd been exposed
to this information, The book 15 about
the moment whera wou Cross ower 1roem
the wirfual to the real, and that is also
what we're dodng: our work &5 dealing

with technology, but alse with how you
feal, how you funchion.®

Perhaps that interest in combining
technology with emotion and function-
ality explains why Snowcrash's new
products al this yeas's Calogne
intarnational Foemilune Fair sesmed
soamehw novwarr han nearly sasngthing
glse on display. “Work’ is the focus of
the company's latest collection, Gebset,
by the French desigrer Arik Levy, may
consist of work surfaces filing cabinats
and vanous storage companents, bul
putting it all togather could be almeest
as satishying as building a fort oul of
cardboand bowes, or messing arsund with
giant pieces of Lego.

Suppanen designed Loca, which is
biklad as “a portable work pad Tor the
modesrn momad.® A someond whio hag
spent a kot of time shutiling between
Snowcrash’s Stockholm headquarters
and his own Studia [kka Suppangn, in
Helsinkl = in addibion to travelling o
Italy, Garmany and the Unied S1ates o
meat with clients = Loco's designer was
also its target audience. (AL prass Lime,
he had just resigned as Snowcrash's
creative direcior.) Fully folded, Loco

looks like a courier bag. But it unfalds
inbo & mak that keeps papersark, Cor
pufer disks and ather necessities &
hand for those who work in transif

In February, &% & guest speaker al
Taronbo™s Inbericr Desmgn Shon,
Suppanan showed images of new mate-
rials that he has bean expenmenting
with, including a gel used n pads fof
wheelchains, and a carbon-fibng 1aps
that 15 &5 sirong &5 It Is sticky. He a's
todd a story aboul how inspiratson can
suddenly spring from (rusbration
Recently ha was showing some of his
prodotypes bo designenmanufacture
Giulio Cappellinl. One was a pandani
{icture wilh the light shining down
through feathers trapped betasen two
glass panes. Just as the designer was
explaining why this hemnrweight sus-
pension coubkd never go into produc i
e pauvsed and said, “Mo, foget whal
ooy — this k= 8 tabla.* llkka Suppansn’s
Frapen table, which has feathers sanc
wiched wilhin 185 ranspsnent resin too
5 mow in the Cappallini catalogue
Py



